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O ALL YONG GENTLEMEN, 
Marchants, Apprentiſes,Farmers, and plaine Coun- 
trie men,heaith. 


logenes, Gentlemen, from a counterfet Coiner of monie, became 
A currant corrector of maners, as abſolute in che onc, as diſlolute 
in the other: Tune refineth mens aflets, and their hutnours 
grow different by the diſtinction of age. Poore Ouid that amo» 
rouſly vit in his youth che art of Loue, complained in lus exile 
imongſt the Getes ot his wanton follyes. And Socrates age was 
J -crruous, though his prime was licentious. So (Gentlemen) my 
yonger yr» ua v.acertaine thouguts, but now my ripe daies cals on to repentance 
and | ſorrow as much to ſez others wiltull, as delighted once to bee wanton. The 
odde inad-caps I haue bin mate to, not as a companion, but as a ſpie,to haue an in- 
ſight into their knaueries, that ſeeing their traines, 1 might eſchue (aarcs : thoſe 
mad {clowes I learned at laſt to loath,by liar, e gracelei ſe villanies, and what T 
faw in them to theit confuſion, I can rew abe 18 * to my Countries commo- 
dite. None could decypher tytaniſine better than Ariſt ppus, not that his nature was 
cruell, but that he was nurtur ed with Dioniſius: The — {wainc that cuts the La- 
idarics ſtones, can diſtinguiſh a Rubie froth a Diamond ouely by his labor: t 
Taue hot practiſed their deccits, yet conuerſing by fortune, & talking pon pu 
with ſuch cooſning copeſ-mates, hath giuen me light into their concens , and can 
decypher their qualitie, though I vtterſy miſſike of their practiſes To be bricfe, I haue 
ſcene the world and — it, though not with trauell, yet with experience, and [ 
crie out with Salomon, Omnne {ub ſole vanitas. I haue ſimiled with he Italian, and 
worne the vipers head in my hand, and yet ſtopt his venome. 1 haue eaten Spaniſh 
Mirabolanes,and yet am nothing the more meramorphoſed. France,Germame, Po- 
land, Denmarke, I know them all, yet not affected to anie in the torme of my life, ; 
onehy I am Englith borne, and I haue Engliſh thoughts, not a deuill incarnate, be- 
cauſe 1am Italianate , but hating the — of Italy, bœcauſe I know their pecuiſſinesc 
yet in all theſe Countries where I haue travelled, I haue no; ſoune more ce - 
nitie, than we Engliſhmen practiſe through yain-glorie: for as oui wits be s pe an 
anie, ſo our wils are more readie than they al. c put in effect any of their licengous 
bulcs : yet amongſt the reſt, letting ordinane ſinries paſſe, becauſe cultag 
moſt made them a law,1 will — I ſpeake of wo ſuch a> . 
practitioners of them ſhadow with the name of Arts, heuer have bin heard of in * 
nie age before. The firſt and clueſe iscalled the Art of Citnny-<xtcaing, the ſeen 1, 
the Art of Croſ biting; txvo ſuch peſtilent and rar pans rang „ of late ſaue bin 
the ruine of infinite perſons, aud the ſubuerſion aud of many raarch 
* farmers, and honeſi minded con. The firſt ic a deceit at c. ds, which grow! 
; K. 4 ; 42 8. 


9 
= 


* 
n 
8 


1 


— — 


5mhe Reader, 


— able to drawe (by ſubtill ſhew thereof) a man of greae 
judgement, to conſent to his one confuſion. Yet (Gentlemen)when you ſhall reade 
this booke, written faithfully to diſcouer theſe cooſning prattiſey, thinke I goe not a- 
bout to diſprou: or difalow the moſt ancient and honeſt paſtime or recreation of the 
Card play, for thus much I know by reading; When the Citie of Thebes was beſio 
ged by chem of Lacedemonia, being girt within ſtrong fenced wals,and hauing men 
mough, & able to rebate the enemie, they found no inconnenience of force to breed 
ther infung bane : but famine, in that when victuals waxed ſcant, hunger would ci- 
ther make them yeeld bi a fainting compoſition, ox a miſerable death. Whereeupon 
$9weniethe to with wintering at the ſiege, the Thebane deuiſed this pollicie, they 
found out the method of Cards and dice, and ſo buſied their braines with the plea» 
antnes of that new inuention, paſſing awaic the time with ſtrange recreations & pa- 
ſtimes, begwling hunger with che delight of the new ſports, and caitng euetie thirde 
daie, and pl wing two, ſo their ſi ugall (paring of victuals kept them from famine, the 
Citic from ſacking, and raifed the to from a mortall ſiege. Thus was the vſe of Cards 
and Dice firſt inuented, and ſince among Princes highly eſteemed, and allowed in all 
Ee>mmon-wealths,as a neceſſarie recreation of the mind: But as in time and mallice 
of mans nature hatcheth abuſe, ſo good things by ill wits are wreſted to the worle, & 
fo in Cards : for from an honeſt recreation, it is growen to a preiudiciall practiſe and 
molt high degree of cooſnage, as {hall be diſcoucredin my Art of Cunny-<atching, 
for not onely ſumple ſwaines, whoſe wits are in their hands, butyong Gentlemen, & 
Marchantsare caught like Cunnics in the hay, and ſo lead like lambes to their confir- 
fion. The poore man that commeth to the Terme to trie his right, & layeth his land 
to morgage to get ſome ero nes in his purſe to fee his Laier, is drawen in by thele 
deuelliſh Cunny-catchers, that at one cut at cards looſcth all his monie, by which 
meanes, he, his wife and Children, are brought to vtter conſuſion and miſcrie. The 
— prentiſe, whoſe honeſt mind aimerh onely at his maſters profite, by theſe peſti- 

t vipers of the common wealth, ate ſinoothly intiſed to the hazard of this game at 


cards, and robd of his maſters monie, which forceth him oft times, either to runne a- 


waie, or bankrout all, to the ouerthro of ſomehoneſt and wealthie citizen. Seei 
then ſuch a dangerousenormitie groweth by them, to the diſeredite of the eſtate of 
England, I would wiſh the Juſtices appointed, as ſeucre cenſors of ſuch fatall miſo 
chiefes,to ſhew themſciues Patres Patriæ, by weeding out ſuch wormes as eate awaie 
the ſap of the tree, and rooting this baſe degree of coolers out of fo peaceable & pto- 
1 a Countrie, for of all ptactiſes this is the r Thehigh Lawier 
chat challengeth a purſe by the high waie (ide, the Foilt,the Nip, the Stale, thoSnap,, 
I meanethe picke pockets and cut. purſes, are nothing ſo dangerous to meet wit! 
theſe cooling Cunny-catchers .; The Chetors that with their falſe Dice make a 
hand, and ſtrike in at hazard or paiſage, with their Dice of aduantage, are nothing ſo 
dangerous as theſe baſe minded caterpillers. For they haue their vies and their reuies vp 
the Cunnics backe, till they ſo ferret beat him, that they leaue him neither 
ire 22 hole to harbour in. There was before this many yecres agoe, a 
practiſe put in vſe by ſuch ſlyfting companions, called the Barnards law, herein, 24 
in the Art of Cunny· Atching, foure perſons were required to perform theig l 
commoditie. The Taker vp, the Verſer, the Barnard,and the Rutter, and the mannet 
ofit indeed was thus: the Taker vp ſeemeth a æilfull man in all things, who hath by 
long trauell learned without booke a thouſand policies to inſinuate hiunſelſe into 4 
mans acquaintance Talke of matters of law, hee hath twentie Caſes at his fi 
ends, and he hath ſeenc,and tried and ruled in the Kings Courts. Speake of graſing. 
aud lubandiic, aa wan kaowalh more fifecs than Bec, nor betta which melon | 
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taĩſe a gainfull commoditie and how the abuſes and ouerture of prifes might bee 
redreſled. Finally, enter into what diſcourſe they liſt, were it into a Broomemans 
facultic, he knoweth what gaines they haue for olde boots and ſhooes : yea, and it 


a- g | - 
he Niall ſcape him hardly, but that cre your talke breake off, he will be your Countne 
a man at leaſt, and peraduenture cither of kin, alie, or ſome ſtale ſib to you, if your 


reach tame ſurmount not his. In caſe he bring to paſle that you bee glad of his ac- 
0d quaintance, then doth he carrie you to the Taucrnes,and with hum goes the Verſer 
{cr,a man of more worſhip than the Taker vp,and he hath the countenance of a 


on Landed man. As they are ſet, con in the Barnard ſtumbling into their company, 

7 Id e ſome aged Farmer ot the Countrie, a ſtranger vnto them all, that had betene at 

' of ſome markettowne thereabout buying and ſellimg, & there tipled ſo much malut- 

8 : lex, chat he had neuet a teadie word in his mouth, and is ſo carclelle ot his monie, 

de that out he throweth ſome fortic Angels on the boords end, & ſtanding ſomwhat 

he alooſe, calleth for a pint of wine, and faith : Maſters, I am ſomw hat bold with you 

ds I praic you be not gricued if I drinke my drinke by you: and thus miniſters ſuch 

all lc dronken talke, that the Verſer who countetleited the landed man, comes and 

* | drawes more neere to the plaine honeſt dealing man, and praicth him to call the | 
& Bar nard more necre to laugh at his follie. Betweene them two the matter ſhall be | 
4 ſo workmanly conucied and finely argued, that out conuncth an olde paire of 

7, Cardes, wherat the Barnard teacheth the Verſer a new gune, that he ſaies colt him 

N for the learning two pots of Ale, not two houres ago the firlt wager is drinke, the 

* next two pence or a groat: and laſtly to be briefe, they vic the matter fo , that hee 


4 that were an hundred ycere olde, and neuer played in his life for a penny, cannot 
2 refuſe to be the Verſers halfe, and conſequently at one game at Cardes he looſcth 
h | all they play for, be it an hundred pound. And if perhaps wlien the money is loft 
Le (to vie their word of Aret ) che poore Countrieman begin to ſinoake them, and 
* ſweares the dronken knaue ſhal not get his mon fo, then ſtandeth the Rutter at 
it me dote, and draweth his ſword, and — a quamell at his ov ne ſhadew,it he 
1. Jack an Oflex or a Tapſter, or ſome other to brabble with, that while the ſircete 
and company gather to the fray, as the manner is,the Barnard ſteales away with 
all e coyng,and gets him to one blind taucrn or other, where theie Coſcners had 
Sppointcd tb mecte. 

Thus Gentlemen I haue glaunſt at the Parnards lawe , which though you 
may perceiue it to be a preiudiciall inſinuating coſcnage , yet is the Art of Couny- 
catching fo farre beyond it in ſubtiltie, as the deuil is more honeſt then the holieſt 
Angell: For ſo vnlikely is it that the e Conny ſhould lecte , that might hee 
pawne his ſtake to a pound, he — it that he cannot bee croſ- bitten in the 
cut at cards,as — ſhall perceiue by my preſent diſcouery. Yet Gentlemen am 
fore threatned by the hackſters of that filthie facultic, that if 1 ſer their ptactiſes in 
8 wil cat off that hand that writes the Pamphlet, but how 1 feare their 

rau idoes, you ſhall perceyue by my plaine painting out of them: ca ſo little Le- 
ſteeme ſuch baſe minded braggards, that were it not I hope they would amende, 
I would in a ſedule ſer downe the names of ſuch cooſning Cunny-catchers. Well, 
leauing them and their courſe of life to the honorable and the worſhiptull of the 
nd, to be cenſors of with iuſtice ,haue about fer a bleowe at the Art of Cros. bi- 
ting : I meanc not Croſ-biters at dice, when the Chetor with a langrer,cut contra- 
tie to the yantage, will croſ bit e a bard cater tray: nor I meane not when a broak- 
ing knaue aol -bucth a Cœntle man with a bad comuroditic : nor when the Foiſt 
& 3 ke 
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To the Keader. 
————— meane j is ctos- bitten by the Snap, and ſo fmoake 
for his purchaſe, not when the Nip, which the common people call a Cur-purſe, 
hath a cros bite by ſome bribing officer, who threatning to carrie him to priſon, 
takes awaic all the monie, and lets him flip without anie puniſhment.Bur I meane 
a more diſhonorable art. w hen a baſe rogue, either keepeth a whoore as his friend, 
or marries one to be his maintainer,and with her not only cros-bites men of good 
calling but eſpecially poore ignorant countrie Farmers, ho God wor)be by them 
head Ike ſheepe to the (laughter. Thus(gentle Readers) haue I giuen you a ught 
in buctc,what I meane to proſecute at large, and fo with humble ſute to 
Juſtices, chat they will ſeeke to tote out theſe two roagith 
At conumit you to the Almightic, 


Yours 
Robert Greens 
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THE DEFENCE OE 
._- Conny-catching. 


g Cannot but wonder maiſter R.G.what 
AYP Porticailfurymade vou ls fantaſticke, 
F. wh to wʒpte agamſt Comw-catchers? Was 
vou aame ſo bara tie that you had no 

other ſutute t ox out mittes ſo dꝛied 


"> 422 — es, to ſnar le at 
all mens manners ꝛ You neutt ſounde in Tulty no Ariſtotle, 
what a fetter a a vetſer u. d e 

J dad been the part ot halter, to haue witten ſertouſſy 
at lome graue ſudiect ;xither Phxlofophicaliy!to haue ſhewen hom 
you were pꝛoſicient in Cambridge, oꝭ diuint ly to haue manifeſted: 
your religion to the w oild. Such triniall trinkets and thꝛeedbart 
traſh, had better ſeemed T. D. whoſe bꝛaint s braten ta the yar⸗ 
king vp of Ballades, might moze lawfully haue gtaunft at the 
quaineconceites of conmp-cacching inn croſte : biting.. 

B ut to this my obiection, mee thinkes I heart your machip 
learnedly reply , Naſcimur pro patria: Eutty man is not vozne 
koʒ himſelfe, but fo2 his country: and that the ende of all ſtut ious 
indeuours ought ta tende to the ad uancing of vertue, oꝛ ſuppꝛeſ- 
ſing ofvicein the common-weatth.So that you haue herem dor e 
the hart ol a good ſuhtett, and a good ſcholler. to anatomiʒe ſuch 
letret þMatiegag me actiſod by cofoning companions, to the 
oucrthzow ol the iaiple people : fo2 by the viſcouery of ſuch per · 
nitious lawes, you ſet ke to roote out of the counnon- wealth, ſuch 
ill and licentious liuing perſons, as do Ex alieno ſucco diuere, line 
of the ſweat ofbther mens braves, and vnde t ſubtil ſbiftes of 
tte abuſ@, ſeefieto tuine the flouriſhing fate of Englande. 
Thefe you tall vipers,moathes ofthe common-wealth, caterpil. 
lers wazle then God rayned downe on Egypt, rotten fic which 
| 2 "oh mult. 
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Cunny catching, 


muſt be diuived from the whole, 
Eute end us pur ſincera trabatur, 

This maiſter R. G. Yknow will be pour anſwere, as it is the 
pretended cauſe of.pour miurisus Pamphlets. And indeede it is 
very well done, but greater had your p2aiſe been, if pou had ente 
red into the nature of moꝛe grofle abuſes; and ſet downe the parti- 
cular enoꝛmities that growe from ſuche palpable villanies, Fo2 
truth it is, chat this is the Aron age, whereminiquicie hath the vp« 
per hande , and all conditions and eftates of men ſeeke toliue by 
their wittes,anv he is counted wiſeft, that hath the deepeſt mſight 
meo the getting of gaines :enery thing now that is found p2ofita« 
ble, is counted honeſt any lawfull: and men are valued by they? 
wealth, not by their vertues. Yee that camot difſemble cannoc 
liue, and men puttheir ſonnes now a dapes es , not to 
learue trades and tions, but craftes and ries. 

If then witte m be counted a great patrimony , any 
ſubtle tie an inſeparable accident to alleſtates, wb ſhould you bee 
lo ſpitefulimaiſter R. G. to pooke Connp-catchers aboue all the 
reſt, ſiththey arc the ſunpleſt fonles of al in ſhifting to line in this 
euer wile wozlde 

But you play like the Spider that makes her webbe to mtrap 
and fnarelitle F nes, hut weaues'ic ſo flenderlp,tharthe great ones 
bzeake ſhzough without awy.dammage. You ſtraine Gnags, and 
paſſe ouer Ejephants : pou (coure che ponder: of a t crm 
Frogges,and leauedehmaean infiuite gunmber of muſt ventmous 
Scozpions. You decppher poqe Conny-catchers, thatperhaps 
with atricke at cardes, winnefoztie ſulings froma thuxit chat 
canſpare it, ann neuer tatke of tholr C aterpillers that vnduo che 
pom, rune whole Lozvſhips , infect the common-wealthg anv 
delight mncthing but in wronghgterrozting and aaslopmmget 
pelfe , when as fuch be the greateſd Conny · catchersotall | xs vp 
pour leaue maifter ,R G. wil make-manifeft; | : 0 170 17 

Dir reuerence on your wozſhip,hav pou lurh a moate in pour 
eye, that vou tould not ſee thoſe Fox-tury Gentlemen that hyve 
vnder their gownes faced with toynes, mode falſhoovthenall the 
Conuy: catchets in England deſide, choſe nulerable Alurers (A 
meane) that like du tutes p2ay vppon the ſpople ot the poozs, 


* 


+ nny catching. 


flceping with his nrighboꝛs pledges all night in his boſome, and 
kecying vpon fopfaics and penalties, as the rauens doe vppon car- 
ren? It his pooze ne ighboꝛ want to ſupply his need, eyther foz his 
bouſholdneceſſat ies, oꝛ his rent at the day he wil not lende a peny 
fo? charitie,all his money is abzoad: butif he offer him either cow 
oz ſow, mare 02 hoꝛſe, 02 the vety copne ſcarſe ſpz0wted ont of the 
ground to ſel, lo the barg aine maybe cheape, though to the begge · 
ry of the pooze man, hee choppes with him ffraight, and makes the 
pooze Conny fare the wozſe all the yeare after. hy wiite you 
not of theſe Connpcatchers Maiſter R. G.? 

Beſides it pawnes come, as the leaſe ot a hauſe, oꝛ the fee ſim- 
ple in moꝛgage, hee can out of his furd caſſocke dzaw money to 
lend: but the olde Cole hath ſuch quirkes and quiddities in the 
conueyance, ſuch pꝛouiſoes, ſuch dayes, howers, nap minutes of 
payments, that ił his neighbo2 bꝛeake bnt a moment, he takes the 
foz fapt,and like a pinke - eyed Ferret ſo clawes the pooꝛe Con in 
che burrow, that he leaues no haire on his bzeach no2 on his backe 
ere he partes with him. Are not theſe vipers ol the commonweith, 
and to be exclaimde again, not in (mal Pamphlets, but in great 
volumes: 

Nou ſet downe how there bee requiſite Setters and Uerſers 
in Couny- cat ching, and be there not ſo I pꝛap vou in Aſury : foz 
when a poong pouthtul Gentleman, gien a little to laſh out li. 
bet alley. wanteth money, makes hee not his moane firff to the 
Bꝛoker, as ſubtil a knaue to induce him to his oucrthzowe, as 
the wylieſt Setrer oꝛ Uerſer in England : and he muſt be feede 
te ſpeake tothe Uſurer, and haue ſo much in the pound fo2 his la- 
bour : then he ſhal haue graunt of mogey end ct mmodit ies toge- 
ther, ſo that it he boꝛrow a hundꝛed pound , heſhal haue foꝛtie in 
filucr, and thzeefcoze in wares, dead ſtuffe God wot: as Lute 
firings, Hobby horſes , 02 (if he be greatly fauoꝛed) bzowne pa- 
per 02 cloath, ard that ootes out in the laſh. Then his lande is 
turnde ouer in ſtatute o2 recoguizance fox ſire moneths and ſire 
moneths , lo that he payes ſome thirty inthe hundꝛed tothe Uſut- 

rer, beſide the Scriaener he hath a blind ſhare:but when he comes 
to ſel his theeſcoꝛe pound commodities, tis wel if he get ue and 


thirtie,-- © | | | 
B Thus 


The defence ot 


Thus is the pooze gentle man made a meere and ſimple Con- 

np, and verſt vpon to the vttermoſt, and yet if he bzeake his day. lo⸗ 
as much land as coft his father a thouſand markes 

Is not this cooſſenage and Conny-catching Maiſter RG. and 
moꝛe daily pꝛactiſed in England, and moꝛe hurt ful then our pooze 
ſhifting at Cardes, and yet your maſbippe can winke at the cauſc? 
thep be wealthp,but Cuthbert Cenny-catcher carcs foz none of 
chem no mote then they care fo him, andtherfoze wil reucale all, 
And becauſe Paiſter R. G. you were pleaſant in examples, Ile tel 
vou a tale of an Uſuret, done within a mile of a knaues head, and 
flace the Cuckow ſung laſt, and ic tellout thus. 


A pleaſant tale of an Vſurer. 


17 loꝛtuned that a poong gentleman not farre off from Cocker- 

mouth. was ſomewhac flipt behind hand, and grawac in drbt. ſa 
that he dur har diy ſhew his head fo2 feare of his ct editoꝛs, and 
haning wie and childꝛen co mai at aint, althougbhe had a pꝛaper 
und, pet wanting moneptoſtocke his ground, he lucd very bare: 
whereupon he determined with him elke to gor to au olde penny- 
facher that dwelt hard by him, and to bozrew ſome money of hun, 
and ſo to lap his land inmo2gage t the repayment of1t. 

Heno ſooner made the motion but it was accepted, fo2 it was a 
goovlp Lozvſhip , woꝛth in rent ol aſſiſe ſeuen ſcoꝛe pound by che 
r peate, and did abbut vpon the Aſurers ground, which dzew the old 

cpurle to be mar uellous willing to dilburſe money, ſo that he was 

Fontent to lende him two hundzed markes fo2 tee peare accoꝛ- 
ding to the ſtatute, ſo that he might haue the land foz aſſurance of 
bis monty. 

The gentleman agreed to that, and pꝛomiſed to acknowledge 
a ſtatute ſtaple to him, with letter s of vefeylance.The Uſurer(al- 
though he likt this wel, and ſaw the yong man offered moze than 
reaſonreguired)pet had a further fetch to haue the land his hat- 
ſocuet ſhould chaunce, and theteſqe he began to verſe vpponthe 
pode Comp thus. #744 

Sa (quoth he) if J div nat pittie pour eſtate, I would not lende 
you my monep at ſuch a rate ; to whereas you haue it after ten 
9 22 * pounds 
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pounds in the hundzed,Jcan make it woꝛth thirtie. But ſeeing the 
diftreſſe you your wife and chumen are in, and conſidet ing all 
growes thzough your owne liberall nature, I compaſſionate pou 
the moꝛ e, and would do fo2 you as fo2 mine owne fone : therefoze 
if you (hal thinke good to follow it, I wil giue you father ly aduiſe. 
A knowe you are greatly indebted, and haue many vnmercifull 
creditozs,and they haue pou in ſuit, and I doubt ere long wil baut 
ſome extent againſt pour lands, ſo ſhal you be veterly vndone. and 
I greatly incumbzed , Therefoze to auoyd all this, in my tudge»: 
ment it were bett fo2 you to make a veed of gift of all your landes, 
without condition 02 pꝛomiſe, to ſome one apthful friend oz other, 
in whom pou map repoſe tredite, ſo ſhal your enemies haue us 
aduauntage againſt you: and ſeeing they ſhallhaue nothing but 
pour bare body lyable to their executions, they wil take the moze 
eaſe and ſpeedy compoſition , I thinke this the ſureſt wap, and ik 
pou durſt repxſe pour ſelfe in me, God is my witneſſe, I would be 
to you as pour father if he lined , How ſay you ta this compendi- 
ous tale Maiſter R. G. cbuld the pꝛoudeſt ſetter oz verſer in che 
woꝛld haue dzawne on a Conny mote cunningiy | 

Wel, againe to our yoong gentleman, who ſimply(wrth teares 
in his eyes to heare the kindnes ofthe Uſurer)thankthim hartilp, 
and deferred not to put in pꝛact iſe his counſell, for he made an ab- 
ſolute deedof gift from wife and childꝛen to this Uſurer of all his 
Lowvſhippe, and ſo had the two hundzed markes vpon the plapne 
forfait ofa band. 

Co be ſboꝛt, che money made him and his merry,andyethe diy 
huſgand it ſo wel, that he not one ly duly paid the inter eſt, but Rocke 
his grounds. and began to grow out ol debt, ſo that dis creditozs 
were willing to beare with him. Againſt the three yeares were er- 
pired, he made ſhift by the helpe ol his friends fo2 the monep, and 
carryed it home to the Uſurer, thanking him greatly, and crauing 
a returne ot his derd of gift. May ſoft ſir/ſayth the olve Churle) 
that bargaine is yet to make, the land is mine to mee and mint 
heyꝛes tc; ener, by a deedof gift from pour owne hand, and what 
can be moꝛe ſure - takethe money ifyoupleaſe, and there is pour 
band,butfo2 theLozdfhip I wil enter onit to mozraw: petit you 
wil be my tenant, you ſhallhaue it 2g another, 2. 
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the favour vou ſhal haue of me. 

At this the Gentleman was amazed, and began toplead con- 
ſtience with hum, dut in vaine : whcreuppon be went ſozrowfully 
home and told his wife, who as a waman halte lunattke ran with 
hir little childzenco his houſe , and cryedout, but bootlefſe : Fo2 
alchough they called him befoꝛe the chic le of the country, yet ſich 
che law had grauntedhim the teeſimple there ol he would not part 
withal : ſo that this piſtreffed gentleman was faine to become te- 
nant to this Uſurer, and fo2 two hundzed marks to loſe a Loꝛdſhio 
woch fir oz ſeuen thouſand pounds. J pꝛay you was not this an 
old Conytat cher M. R. G. that could lut teh a pooze Conay of (0 
many thouſands at one time ? whether is our croſſing at cardes 
moe perillous to the commonwelth than this coſlenage fo2 laud? 
you winke at it, but Jwil tel all, yetheare out the end ol iy tale, 
fo2 as foꝛtune fel out, the Wurer waz made a Cony himſelfe. 
The gentleman and his wife knothering this with patience, 
be that bat a reaching wit, © hair bꝛain reuenge in hir head,coun- 
ſeld hir huldand to make a voyage from home, to Nay a weeke 02 
two: and ( q. ſhe) befoze you come againe you ſhal (re mee venter 
faire fot the land. The gentleman williag to let his wife pꝛactiſe 
bir wits, went his way, and left al to his wives diſcretion. She at- 
ter hir buſband was foure oꝛ fine dayes from home, was viſited 
by the Aſurer, who vſed hir very kindly, end ſent victuals to hit 
bouſe, pꝛomiſing to ſup with hir that nigbt. and that ſhe ſhould not 
want any thing iu hir huſbands ablence. The gentl' woman with 
grations atceptante thankt him, and bad divers ol hir neighb92s 
to beare him tompanp. hauing a further t eateh in hir heads then he 
ſuſpected. Foz the olde Chuvle comming an hower befoze Sup- 
per time, euen as (he hir ſelte would wiſh, after anamozous wehe 
o2 two, as olde es wynnie when they cannot wagge the taple, 
vegan to be vc ty pleaſant with his tenan t. and deſired her to ſyew 
bim al the rosmes in hir houle, and happily (ſaith he if J die with- 
out iſſue I may giue it to pout childꝛen, lo my conſcience bids me 
be fatto able to your 
The gentle woman lead him thzough encrp part, andatlalt 
brought him into a backe roome much like abackhoule, where ſhe 


ſaid thus vnto him. 
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Sir, this roome is the moſt vnhandſomeſt in allthehouſe,but if 
there were adozmar built to it, and theſe ſhut windows made bay 
windows and glazd, it would make the pꝛopereſt parlour in al the 
houſe : fa (laich he)put your h:adout at this window, and looke 
what a \w7et pꝛoſpect belongs vnto it. | 

Thc Ucurer miltruſting nothing, thiult ont his craftie ſconce, 
end the Genelewoman ſhut tothe windowe, and called her maids. 
to helpe, whcre they bound and pinpond the caterpillers armes 
faſt, and then Cood he with his head into a backeyard, as if he had 
becuc ona pillozp , and ſtruggle be durſtnot fo? ſtifling himſelfe, 
Ihen ſhe had him thus at the vauutage , ſhe got a couple of ſixe 
peny naples and a hammer, aud went into the yard, hauing her 
childzen attending vpon her, cuery one with a ſharpe knife in theyꝛ 
handes, and then comming to him with a fcrne countenance, ſhee 
looked as Medea did when ſhe attemptedrcuenge againſt Iaſon, 
The Aſurcr ſceing this tragedie, was afraid of his life, and cryev 
eut, but in vaine, fo2 her mapves made ſuch anoyſe , that bis ſhi- 
king could not be heard, whileſt he nayled one care faſt co the win 
dowe , and the other to the Lanchel, then began ſhe tavſe theſe 

wo2ds vato him, 

Ah vile and iniur ious caterpiller , God hath ſent thee to lecke 
thine owne reuenge, and now J and mp childzen wilperfozme it. 
Fo? ſith thy wealth doth ſocouutenance thee,that we cannothaue 
thee puniſht fo2 thy cooſſenage, J mp ſelfe wil bee Jnftice, Judge, 
and Erecutioner :foz as the Pillozp belongs to ſuch avillaine, ſa 
baue I nayled thy cares and they ſhal be cut oft to the per petuall 
cxample of ſuch pur laining repzobates, aud the executers ſhal bee 
theſe little infants , whole right without conſcience oz mercie 
thou ſo wzongfullp deteineſt. Looke on this old Churle litle babes, 
this is he that with his cooſſenage wil dziue you to beg and want 
in your age, and at this inſtant bzings pour Father to all this p2e- 
ſent miſerie, haue no pittie vppon him, but you two cut off his 
eares,and thou ( quoth the tothe tldeſt) cut off his noſe, and ſo be 
reuenged on the villame whatſoever foztune me fo2 my labour. At 
this the Uſurer cryed out, and bad het ſtay her childden, and her 
would reſtoze the houſe & land again to hit huſband, J cannot be- 

letue thee bale churle g. ſhe,fo2 thou that wouldſtperture thy ſelfe 
53 again(t 
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againſt ſo honeſt a Gentleman as my haſyand, wil not ſticke to foꝛ· 
lweare thy ſelfe were thou at liberty and therefoze J wil mangle 
thee to the vttermoſt, As thus he was ready to haue her childꝛen 
kal vpon him, one of hir mapdes came running in, and told her, her 
neighboꝛs were come to ſupper: bid chem come in, quoth ſhe, and 
behold this ſpectacle . Although the Uſurer was paſſing loath to 
haue his neighboꝛs ſee him thus tyzanouſly vſev, yet in they came, 
and when they law him thus manner ly in a nem made pilloꝛy, and 
his cares faſt napled, ſome wondzed, ſome laught, and all food a- 
mazed till the Gentlewomandiſcourſt to them all the cooſenage, 
and how ſhe meant to be reuenged : ſome of them perſwaded her 
to let him go, others were ſilent, and ſome bad him confclle:he he a- 
ring them debate the matter, and not to offer to helpe him, crped 
out : why, and ſtand pou ſtaring on me neighboꝛs, and wil not pou 
ſaue my life: No quoth the Genflewoman, he oꝛ ſhe that ſlirs to 
helpe thee ſhal pay dear ely foz it, and therefoze my bopes, off with 
his eares : then he cryedout,but ſtay, and he would confeſſe all, 
when from point to point he rehearſt how he had cooſſencd hir huſ- 
band bp a deed of ciftonly made to him in truſt, and there was con- 
tent to giue him the two hun eth markes freely foz amends , and 
to peeld vp befoze any men of wozſhip the land againe into his poſ- 
ſeſſion, and vpon that he bad them all beare witnes. Then the gen; 
tlewoman let looſe his cares, and let flip his head, and away went 


he home with his bloody lugges, and tarryednot to take part of 


the meat he had ſent, but the gentlewoman & her neighvoꝛs made 
merry ther with. and laugbt har tily at the vſage of the vſurer. The 
next day it was bzuted abzoad, and tame to the eares of the woꝛ· 
Hipkul ol the country, who late in commiſſion vppon it, and found 
ut the cooſſenage of the Wſurer , ſo they pꝛailed the witte of the 
Sentlewoman, reſtoꝛed her huſband to the land, and the old churle 
remained in dilcredit, and was a laughing ſtacke to all the country 
all his life after. 

I p2ap pou what ſay ou to Mounſer the Miller with che gil 
den thumbe, whether thinke you him a Conny catcher 02 no? that 


1 C0bs euery pooze man oł his meale and coꝛne, and takes towle at 


bis owne pl aſure, how many Conyes doth hee take vp in a yeare? 
fo2 when he bzings them wheat tothe Pill, he els apes” 
ir 
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Conny catching 
their owne cone in the market. Jomic Miles the Millers cooſſe · 
n2ge fo wenching affaires, as no doubt in theſe caules they bee 
nugbty Conp-catchers, and meane to ſpeake of their pollicie in 
fil:ching and ſtealing ofmeale . Foz pou muſt note, chat our iolly 
Miller doth not only verſe vpon the pooze and rich fo2 their towle, 
but hath falſe hoppers conueyed vnder the fal ofhis Pill, where al 
the beft of the meale runs by, this is, ik the partie be by that bzin- 
neththe cozne : but becauſe manp men haue many eyes. the Mil⸗ 
ler will dꝛiue them off fo2 theit grieſt ſoꝛ a day oz two, and then he 
playes his pꝛauks at his owne pleaſure , Jneed not tel that tale 
ieaſt of the Gentlemans Miller that kept Court and Leet once c- 
uery wecke, and vledto ſet ineuery ſacke a candle, aud ſo ſummon 
the owners to appeare by their names, if they came not, as they 
were karre inough from that plate, then he amerced them, and ſo 
tooke treple towle ol euer lacke. One night amongſt the reſt, the 
Gentleman his maiſter was under the Mill, and heard all his 
knauerp, how euery one was called, and paid his amerciament, at 
laſt be heard his owne name called, and then Cepping vp the Lads 
der, he bad ſtap, fo he was there to make his appearance. J do i- 
magint that the Miller was blanke, and perhaps his Paiſter cal- 
led him knaue, but the For the moze he is curſt the better he fares, 
and the oftener the Miller is called theefe , the richer he warethz 
and therefoze doe menrightly by a by woꝛd bid the Miller put out, 
and if he aſketh what, they lay a theeues head and a theeues paire 
of eares : fo: ſuch graund Cony-catchers are theſe Pillers , that 
he that cannot verſe vpon a pooze mans ſacke, is ſaid to be bozne 
with a golden thumbe. But that you may ſee moꝛe plainly theyz 
knauery, Ile tel you a pleaſant tale, perfozmed not many peares 
ſince by a Miller in Enfield Mil, ten miles from London, and an 
Alewiues bop of Edmondton, but betauſe they are al at this pꝛe · 
ſent aliue, I wil conceale their names, but thus it fel out. 


A pleaſant Tale ofa Miller and an Alewiues Boy 


of Edmondton. 


A N Alewite of Edmondton, who had a great vent fo ſpiced 
Cakes, ſent her ſonne often to End field Mill fo) to haue her 
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wheat ground, fo that the Boy who was of a quicke ſpirit #rype 
wit, grew very familiar both with the Piller and his man, and 
his man, and could get his coꝛne ſooner put in the Mil then any 
By ache country beſide, It koꝛtuned on a time, that this good 
wite wantingmeale, bad her Boy hie to the Pil, and be at home 
that night without faile, fo2 che had nat a pint of floure in the houſe, 
Jacke her ſoane,fo2 ſo we wil cal his name, layes his ſacke on his 
mares backe, and away he rides finging towardes Endfield - as 
he rode, he mette at the waſhes with the Miller, and gaue him the 
time ofthe day, Godfather quoch he, whither ride you? to Lon- 
don Jacke quoth the Miller: Dh good Godfather quoth the boy, 
tel mee what ſtoꝛe of grieſt is at the Pil? marry great ſtozequoth 
the Piller: but Jacke if thou wilt do me an art ant to my man, tle 
ſend thee bya token that thou ſhalt haue thy con caſt on & ground 
alloone as thou conmeſt, Ile lay and doe what you wil to be dil 
patcht, foꝛ my mother hath neyther Cakes no2 floure at home: 
then Jacke ſaith the Piller, bid my man thy come next, by 
that token he looke to my Pitch and feed her wel. J wil Godka⸗ 
ther ſaith the Boy, and rides his way, and marueiled with himſelf 
what Bitch it was that he bad his man feede, conſidering fo2 two 
oz thee peares he had vſde to the Mil, and neuer ſaw a Dog noꝛ 


Bitch, but a little pꝛickeard Shault that kept the Mil dooze, Ri- 


ding thus muſing with himfelfe,atiaft he came to Endfield , and 
thert he had his cozne wound vp: alldon as he came vp the ſtairs. 
the Millers man being ſomewhat ſleepy began to aſke Jack dꝛow⸗ 
ſily what newes. Marry quoch the Boy, the newes ts this, that J 
mult haue my come laide on next: ſoft Kacke quoth the Millers 
man, your turne wil not touie atoꝛe midnight, but ye are alwayes 
in halt, ſoft üre makes ſweet mault, your bettets ſhal be fcrued a- 
koze you this time. Not ſo quoch the Boy, fo2 Amet my Godfa- 
ther at the waſhes riding to London, and tolde him what haſt Y 
had, and ſo he bids mp grieſt (hal be lapde on next, by that token 
you muſt looke to his Bitch and feed her wel. At that the Millers 
man ſ milde, and ſaid he ſhould be the next. and ſo roſe vp and tur- 
ned apinne behind the Popper. Jacke markt al this, and becing a 

wilp and a witty Boy, muſed where this Bitch ſhould be, and ſ 
ing none began to ſuſpect ſome knauerp, and therefoze * very 
| mu- 


Conny-catching. 1 


familiar, was bold to looke about in euery toꝛner. wh lle the man was | 
buſie about the Popper, at laſt Jacke turning vp a cloath that hung 
befoze the Trough , ſpied vnder the Hopper belowe , where a great | 
Pine was tyed with a coꝛd almoſt fulof fine ſloute, that ranne at a 
faiſc hale vnderneath, and could not be ſpyed by any meanes , Jacke 
ſeeing this, beganne to luſpect this was the Millers Bitch that hee 
commanded his man to feede , and ſo ſmifed and let it alone: at laſt 
when the cone was ground of that was in the Hopper, Jacke layde 
on his, and was very buſie about it himſelfe, ſo that the Millers man 
ſet him yowne and too ke gnap , knowing the Boye couldlooke to the 
mill almoſt as wel as himſelfe , Jacke all this while had an eye to the 
Bitch, and determined at laſt to ſlip her haulcer, which he warily per» ⸗ 
fozmed, foz when his coꝛne was ground and he had put vp his me ale 
he whip!k aſunder che cozd wich his knife that held the Poake, Ethiult 
it into the mouth of his ſacke , now there was in the Poake a buſhel 
and moze of paſſing fine floure, that the Millers Bitch had eaten that 
dap, alloone as Jacke had tyed bp his ſacke, there was trining who 
Goul» laye on cozne next, ſo that the Millers man wakte, and Jacks 
deſiring one to helpe him vp with his coꝛne, tod ke his le aue and went 
his wap, tyding merely home ward, ſmiling cs thinke how he had cou⸗ 
ſoned the Miller. as he roade, at that ſame place where hee met te the 
Miller out ward, he met him home ward, How now Jacke quoth the 
Muller halt ground, J, I thanke you Godfather quoth the Boy, but 
didft remember my arrant to my man lapes he, didſt bid him looke to 
my Bitch wel, Oh Godfather quoth the Boy, take no care fa2 your 
Viech ſhe is wel, fo2 A haue her here in my lacke whelpes and all, a- 
way tydes Jacke at this laughing, and the Miller grieuing, but when 
he found true, Jleaue you to geſſe how hee and his man dealt cogt= 
ther, but how the Alewife ſpo2ted at the knauery of her ſonne when 
he told her all the ieaſt, that imagine, but haw ſoeuer foz all that, Jack 
was euer welcome tothe Mill and ground be foze any, and whoſe loe⸗ 
uer ſacke fedve the Bitch, Lackes ſcapte euer towle-free , that hee 
might conceale the Millers lubtiltie. 

Aas not this Miller a Conny-catcher maiſter R. G: What 
ſhould calke ofthe baſer ſoꝛt of men, whoſe occupation t annot bee 
vpholden without craft, there is no mpterte no2 lcience al malt, wher- 
inammmytiniueꝰ. without it be (tacked ta this famous Art of Con- 
ny - catchtag. The Ale wite vales ſhe nicke her Pats and Conny catch 
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ber gueftes with tone Pottes and petty Cannes, tan hardly paye her 
B}ewer , nay and pet that wil not ſerue, the chalke muſt walke to ſet 
vp now e then a ſhilling o2 two too much, 02 elſc the rent wil not bee 
} an{wered at the quat ter day, beſides oſtrey, faggots, and faire cham- 
hing, and pꝛetty wenches that haut no wages, but what they get by 
making of beddes. Y know ſome Taphouſcs about the Subberbes, 
where they buy a houldero! mutton foꝛ two groats,and ſel it to their 
gbueſt fo2 two ſhillings, and pet haut no female friends to ſup with- 
all, let ſach take heed, leaſt mp fathers white Þozle looſe ſaddle & bꝛi⸗ 
dle # they go on foote to the diuel on pilgrimage. Tuſh maifter R. G. 
Gov is my witnelle , J haue ſeene Chaunlers about London, haue 
two paire of waites, and when the ſearchers come, they ſhewe them 
thoſe that are ſealed, dut when their pooze neighboꝛs buy ware, they 
ble them that lack weight, J condemne not all, but let ſuch amend as 
are toucht at the quick. And is not this flat Conny-catching,yes,if it 
pleaſe your maſhip # woꝛſer. Why the baſe ſo2t of Oſtlers have their 
ſhilts, &the crue ofS Patrickes Coſterdmongers, ran ſell a ſunple 
mana crab fo} a pipping. And but that A baut loved winc wel. A wold 
touch both the Hint ner and his bulh , fo they haue ſuch bet wing and 
umning . ſuch chopping and changing, luch ming ling & mixing, what 
bol wine with water in the quart pot, andtempeting one wine with an 
other in the veſſel, that it is hard to get a neace cup of wine and Gmple 
\ ofitſelfe,inmoſt of our ozdinary Tauerns, # do not they make pooze 
men connies, that fon their cut rant monpgiue them counterfeit wine, 
QAhat ſap you to the Butcher with his pꝛickes, that bath pollicies 
; to puffe vp bis meate to pleaſe the eye, is not al his craft vſed to dzaw 
the pooꝛe Conny to ryd him of his ware Path not the Dꝛaper his 
darke ſhop to ſhadow the dye and wooll of his cloth, and all to make 
| the coumtty Gentleman 02 Farmer a conny. pat trade cau main-- 
t eine his traffique ? what ſcience vphold it ſelf 2 what man liue, vnles 
bee growe into the nature of a Cony-catcher / Doo not the Lawyers 
make long Pleaes, and vpon their de murres, and haue their quirks 
and quiddities to make his pooze Client a Conp : J ſpeake not ge- 
nereliy. fo2ſo they be the miniſters of iuſtice, and the Watronsvf the 
pooꝛe mens right, but particalarly of ſuch as hold g4ines their G w. 
and eſtt eme moze of coyne then of conſcience. I remember by the way 
| amerry ieſt perfozmed by a Foole, pet wittily hit home at hazard, as 
| | blinds men ſhcote the Crow. 4 
0 I | 
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A pleaſant Tale of Will Sommers - 5 
Ing Henry the eight of famous memozy, walking one day in his 
pziup Garden, with Will Sommers his Foole , it foztuned that 
two Lawyers had a ſuite vnto his maieſtie fox ane piece of grounds 
that was almoſt out of leaſe and in the Kinges gift, and at time put 
vp their Supplication to his higbneſſe, and at that inftant one ofthe 
Pantry that had been a long ſeruiture, had ſpyed out the ſame land, 
and exhibited his petition fo2 the ſame gikt, ſo that in one houre, all the 
thꝛee Supplications were giuen to the Ring, which his highneſſe no- 
ting, and being as then plealantly diſpoſed. he reuealed it tu them chat 
wert by him, how there were thzee Fiſhes at one bayte, and all gapte 
ko a benefice , and hee ſtood in doubt on wbo me to beſtowe it, and {a | 
ſhewed them the Dupplications,the Couttiers ſpoke foz their felow, 
except two that were feed by the Lawyers, and they particular 
pleaded foz cheir friendes , yelding many reaſons to the Ring an bo 
ſides, At laſt his maieſiie ſapd, hee would referre the matter to Wall 
Sommers, which ol them his Foole thought moR wazthy ol it ould 
haue the lande. Will was glad of this, and loued him of the Pantrie 
wel, and reſalued he ſhould haue the ground, butthe Foole brought it 
about with pꝛetty ieſt, Parry quoth he, what are theſe two Lawiers? 
I Will (aide the King, then quoth the Foole, DN 
vle their pooze clients. Looke here guoth he, I haue a Walnut ia my 
hand, and I wil diuide it among the thee, ſo Will crackt it, and gaue 
ta one Lawper one ſhel. and to an other the other (hel, and to him of 
the Pantry the meat, ſo hal thy gift be Harry, quoth he, this Lawyer 
{hal haue good Bookes, and this faire pꝛomiſes, but my felow of the 
Pantry (hal haue the land. Fx thus deale they with their clyents,twa 
men goe to two, and ſpende all that they haue vpou the Lawe, and at 
laſt, haue nothing but bare ſhales foz their labour, At this, the Ki 
and his Noble men laught : the Yeoman of the Pancry hadt%s g 
andthe Lawyers went home with fleas in their ere by « ©2475 
ver dite. Ac ehearſt this Act toſhewhow men of T © - 14042 
mens purſes , and makes their country clpents, often. 412 
connpes. But leaung theſe common courſes and in 
wil ew you maiſict R, G. ofa kinde of Conn «CGE 4454 16 
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There bee in Englande. but eſpecially about T , co»ts 4 
quaiit, pickt, and neate companions, atcy2ed in they; ap, . 
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alla mode de Fraunce, with a ſide Cloake,and a hat of a high blocke 

na end bzimme, as if hee could with his head coſmogꝛaphiſe the 

. \wo2ld in a moment, 02 elle Alleſpanyole, with a ftraight bombaſte 

Aeeue like aquaile pipe, bis (ho2t Cloake,and his Rapier hanging as 

be were entering the Lift co a deſperate Combate : his beard ſqua- 

ted with ſuch Art, eyther with his muſtachies after the laſh of Lions, 

Landing as fliffe as if he woze a Ruler in his mouth, 2 elſe nickt off 

| with the Italian cut, as if he ment to pꝛofeſſe one faith with the vpper 

. | Uippe, andanother with his nether lippe, and then hee muſt be Par- 

; YQuiſadsd, with a ſide peake pendent , eyther ſharpe lyke the ſingle of 

.a Deere, 02 curtold lyke the bꝛoad ende of a Moule ſpave. This Gen- 

tleman fozſooth, hanteth Tabling houſes, ,andfuch places, 

where yong nouices reſoꝛt, can fic his humoꝛ to all companies, and 

openly ſhado wett his diſguiſe with the name of a Tranefler , ſo that 

be wil aue a ſuperficial mſight into certaine phꝛaſes of euerie lan- 

and pꝛonoumnce them in ſuch a grace, as if ahnoft hee were that 

| bozne: then hal pou heare him baunt of his trauels, and 

tel what wonders be hach ſeene in range countries : how he bath bin 

atSaint Iames of Gompoſtellain Spaine, at Madril in the Kings 

Court: and then dz out his blade, hee claps it on the boozd, and 

and ſwearts he bought that in Toledo: then withe roue to Venice, 

and with a figh, diſcouer the ſit nation of the citie, how it is leated two 

Leagues from Terra frenia, in the Mes, and ſpeake of Rialro Tre- 

uiſo and Murano, where they make Glaſles : and to ſet the young 

getlemans teeth an edge. he wil make a long tale of La StradoCour- 

tizano, wher the beautiful Curtizans dwel, dilcribing cheir excellen- 

ty, and what angellical creatures they de and how amozoufly they wil 

entertaine ftrangers.Tuſh,he wil diſconrſe the late of Barbary, and 

there to Eſchites and Alcaires, and from thence leape to Fraunce, 
Denmarke, and Germany, After all concluding thus. 

Chat is a Gentleman(ſaith he) without trauaile ? euen as a man 
without one eye. The ſight of ſundꝛy countries made V liſſes fo fa- 
maus: bought witte is the ſweeteſt, and experience goeth beyond all 
Patrymonies. Did poung Gentlemen, as wel as J. know the plea- 
ſure t; p2ofit oftrauel, they would not keep them at home within their 
natiu: continent: but viſit the wozld, E win moze wiſedome in trauel- 

ling two oz chzee yeeres, then all the wealth their Anceſtozs left them 
31} ropoſſeſſe,Ah the ſweet light of ladies, che lx ange wonders in cittes, 
180. [> aud 
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and the diuers manners of men and thep conditions, were able to ra- 
uiſh a yong Gentlemans ſences with the ſurlet ol content, and what 
is a thouſand pound ſpent tothe obtaining ofthoſe pleaſures. 

All theſe Nouelties doth this pipned Bzagout boaſt on, when 
bis only trauaile hath heen to l8ok ona faire day, from Douer Clifts 
to Callis,neuer hauing ſept a foot out of England, but ſurueyed the 
Maps, and heard others talke what they knew by experience . Thus 
decking bimſelfe like the Daw with the faire teachers of other birds, 
and diſcourſing what he beard other men repo2t; hee grew ſo plauſible 
among poong Gentlemen, that he got his O2dinaxy at che leaſt, and 
ſome gratious thanks fo2 his labour. But happily ſame amongſt ma- 
np, tickled with the deſire to ſee range countries, and Marne ant 
bis alluring woꝛds, would ioyne wich hum, and queſtiowithe ant 
— — — — he hach bitten hes peake dx 
the end, Alla Neopolitano be to reply. | 

Sir,although a man of mp trauel and experience might be latilf{- 
ed in the fightof countries, yet ſo inſatiat is the deſire of travailing, 
that if perhaps a Gentleman of a bet al and courteous nature, ſy 
were deſirous to ſee leruſalem i Conſtantinople, would he wei 
acqutt my paines and foliawe mp counſaile, I would beſtom a peare 
02 two with him out of England. To ve bzeefe, if the Gentleman 
jumpe with him, then doch he cauſe hum to fel ſome Lozyfhip, and put 
ſome thouſand 82 two thouſand pound in the banke to be recepued by | 
letters of exchange : and becauſe the gentleman is ignozant,mpy yang 
Pailter his guide muſt haue the diſpoſing of it: which he ſo wel ſets | 
out,that the pooze gentleman neuer ſees any recurne of his mony at- 
ter, Then muſt ſtoze of fuites of apparel ve bought and furni(ht every | 
way: at laſt, he names a ſhip wherein they ſhould paſſe, and ſo downe 
to Graueſend they go, and there he leaues the poong nouice, fleet k 
bis money and wo begone, as farre from trauaile as Miles the mer⸗- 
ry Cobler of Shorduch,that ſwoze he would neuer trauaile further, MI 
than from his ſhop to the Ulehouſe, I p2ap pou tal you not theſe fine [FF 
witted fellowes Conny-catchers Paifter Ra. G. | 

But now Sir by pour leaue a little, what if J ſhould pꝛout youtn [5 
Conny-catcher Paiſter R. G. would it not make pow bluſh at the ITY 
matter : Ile go as neare to it as the Fryer d co his Hofteſſe mayde, 8 
when the Clarke ofthe pariſh tooke him at Leuatem or midnight. 
Alke the Queens Plapers , it you = them not Orlando Furioſo 
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fs) twenty Nobles,and when they were inthe country, ſold the lame 
Play ts the Len Admirals men fo2 as much moe. Mas not this 
plame Conny-catching Paiſter R.G? 

Bat Jheare when this was obiected, that vou made this excuſe : 
that there was no moze faith to be held wich Plaiers,chan with them 
chat valued faith at thepyice of a feather : ſo as they were Comæ di- 

ans to act, ſa che actions ofcheirliues were Cameleon like, that they 
were vncercame, variable, time plealers, men that meaſured honeſtie 
. | bypzofiice, andthatregardedtheir Authozs not by deſart, but by ne- 
| cellitie of time. It this may ſerue yon fo) a ſhadow, let mee ble it foꝛ 

| 


m excuſe et oux Card Conny-catching ; fox when we meet a coun- 
try Farmar wich a fuipurle,a miſerable miſer, that eythet rackes his 
» 82 (elles his graine in the market at an vnreaſonable 
rate : wehold it a deustion tomake him a Conn, in that he is a Ca- 
tdeerpiller to others, and gets that by pilling and polling of the pooze, 
/ chat we ſtrip him of by fleight and agilitie of wit. 

x [ As tbete not heere reſident about London, a crew of terryble 


4 

+ 
4 
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Hecker in the habite ol Gentlemen, wel appareld, and yet ſome 
weare bootes fo2 want of ſtockings, wich a lacke wozne at they lefte 
ere log their miſtrifſe fauour,his Rapper Alla reuolto, his Poyna · 
VU pendent ready fo; tbe lab, and cauileuarſt like a war lie Magni- 
rico: pet fo} all this outward ſhew of pꝛide, inw ar dly they be humble 
in minde, and deſpiſe woꝛldly welch. fon pou ſhal neuer take them wich 
0 ga pem in they? purſe. Theſe Souldados, fo: under that pꝛo e ſſlan 
mot ol them wander, haue a pollicie to ſcourge Alehouſes, ke where 
they light in, they neuer le ape out, till they haue ſhewed them Arich- 
maike with cha lle an tuery poſt in the houſe, figuredin Cyphers 
Ake round Os, till they make the goodman cry O. O, O, 'as it hee 
Would cal an O ves at Sie o Seſſions. Nom ſir. they haue ſundzy 
ſhilts to maintaine them in this ver ſing, ke eyther they creep in with 
the good wike, and ſo vndoo the goodman, 02 els they beare it out with 
great hꝛags if the Hoſt be ſimple, o2 els they trip him in ſume woꝛdes 
when he is tipſy, that he hath ſpoken againſt ſome Juftice of peace oz 
d ther. a lome other great man: and then they hold him at a bay with 
dat, til his backe almoſt bzeake. Thus Qhift they from houſe to hauſe, 
I . — amongt them : Such muſt cate as are hungry 
and they muſt pay that haue money , Call pou not theſe Conny- 
| Sachers Puder K. G. 1 8473 
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t Verte an endleſſe peece of wozk,todiſcouer the abhominable life 
of bꝛokers, whoſe ſhops are the very temples of the deutl, themſe lues | 
his pꝛieſts, and their books of account moze damnable, than the Al- 
coran ſet out by Mahomet : lo as they induce poong gentlemen to ĩ 
pawne their lands, as I ſaid befoze 2 fo they are ready(the moze is te 
pitty that it is ſuffered )toreceiue any goods, how ſoeuer it bee tome 
by, hauing their ſhoppes, (as thep ſay)alawfulmarket to buy and ſel 
in,ſo that whence growes ſo many Lifts about London, but in that 
they haut B2okers their friends, to buy whatſoeuer they purloyne & 
ſteale? And pet is the Picklocke, Liſt, oꝛ Hooker, that bzings þ ſtolne 
goods. made a flat Conny, and vſed as an Inſtr ment ont ly of they? 
villany: foꝛ ſuppoſe he hath lifted a gotone oz a eldake, oꝛ ſo many par 
tels as art woth tenne pounds, and bert ers bis life in hazatd fo2 the 
obtaining of it: the miſerable Caterpiller the Bꝛoker, wil thinke hee 
dealcthliberally with him ik he gine him fo2ty illmgs, lo doth he not 
one ly maintaine fellony,but like a ther fe cooffens the theefe, And art 
not theſe graund Conny catchers Paifter R. G. 223 

J knewnot farrefrom Fleetbzivge a Habervaſher, it were a good 
deed to take Paine to tel his name, that tooke of a boy of ſeuen yerre f 
old a Rapier woꝛth fozty ſhillinges, and a ſtitcht taffata Hat woozth 
ten, and all fo; five ſhillings : the Gentleman father to the child, was 
ſicke when neceflitie dzoue him thus nigh, tolay his weapon and his 
Bonnet to pawne , and aſloone as herecoucred, which was within 
ſire weeks after,ſent the money and twelue pence foz the lone, to haue 
the parcels againe , But this Cutthzotes anſwer was, the Boy had 
made him a bil ol ſale ofhis hand ſoꝛ a moneth, and the day was bo- 
ken, and he had made the beſt ofthe Rapier and Pat. Qas not this a 
Igwe and a notable Conny-catcher Paiſter R. G. of 
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It had beene wel if you had rould out pour Rhetozike againft ſuch 1£ 
arakehel. But come to they} honeſt kinde of lite, and you ſpal ſee how 
they and vpon circumſtances: if you bozrow but two ſbhillings. there 
mukſt be a groat fo the money, and a groat fo: the Bil of ſale, and this 
mult bee renewed euery moneth : lo that they reſcmble the Boxe at 
— beeing wel pad all night, will n the mozning be the grea ⸗ 
teſt winner. 15 
Wert not a merry ieaſt to haue about againe Maiſter R. G. with 
your poetical Byethzen: amongſt the which, one learned Pypocrite, 


that could bzooke no abuſeginthe — zealous, 
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that he began to put an Englch che Sant in the Legend,foz the holi- 
neſſe of her like : and koꝛgot not ſs much as her dogge, as Tobies 
was remembzed, that wagged his tayle at the ſight ofhis olde Pi- 


ſtreſſe. This pure Martiniſt (if he were not wo2ſe) hava combat be- 
tweene the fleſh and the ſpirite, that he muſt needes haue a Mile, 


|| whichhecunningly connp-catcht in this manner, 


A pleaſant Talc how a holy brother Conny-catcht 
- fora Wife. 


F Arlt you muſt vnderſtand, that he was a kind of Schola ſlical pa- 

nyon, vp onelp at Grammer ſchoole, leaft going co the U- 
niuer ſitie, chou his nimble witte, too much learning ſhould make 
bim mad. s he had pal As in præſenti, and was gone a pꝛolicient 
as latre as Carmen Hcroicum  fo2 he pꝛonounſt his woꝛ des like a 
bzagouc, and helde bp his head like a Palc-hozle, any could talke a- 
gain Bilhops, and wich very mannerlp the viſcipline of che Pzimi- 
tive Church were reſtszed, Mow fir, this Gentleman had eſyyed( I 


* Dart notlap about Fleetſireet) apzoper mayd, who had giuen hir by 


the deceaſe ol her Father foure hundzed pound in money, beſides cer- 
taine laire houſes in the Cirtie : to this girle goeth this pzoper Greek 
a wootag,naming bim(clfe ts be a Gencleman of Cheſhire, and only 
Conne and heyde to his Father, who was a man of great revenewes: 
and to make che matter moze plauſible , he had attyꝛed his owne bio · 
ther vety ozderly in a blew coat, and made him his lerningman, who, 
though he were eldeſt, yet ts aduaunce his yonger other to ſe good 
amatriage, was content to lie, cog, and flatter, and ta take any ſer- 


uurle paines, to ſooth vp the matter: inſomuch that when her Father in 


law(forhic mother was marryed againe,co an honeſt, vertuous, and 
ſubſtantial man in f leetſtreet oꝛ there abouts) heard how this yoong 
Gentleman was a Suiter to his daughter in lam, careful he ſhoulve 
doe wel, calde the Seruingman aſide, which by his aut ward behaut- 
our ſeemev to be in honeſt and diſcreet man, and began to queſtion 
with him what his Maiſter was, of what parentage , of what poſſi 
bilitie of liuing after his Fathers veceaſe, and haw many childzenhe 
This fellow wel inſtrurted by bis holy Bꝛother, without diſtrut 


Mb to the man, imply as he thought, fat, that he was the lonne and ow 
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of oneDaifter Ec.dwelling in Cheſhire,at che Panoz of Ec, and that 
he had a poonger bzother,butthis was hepꝛe to all, and rehearſt ap2zy- 
per liuing ok ſome fine hundzed markes a peare. The honel | 
knowing diuers Cheſhire Gentlemen of that name, gaue credpteco | 
the fellowe, and made no further inquiry, but gaue countenaunce ta 
my poong Baifter , who by his flattering ſpeeches had wonne, note 
onely the Maydes kauour vnto che full , but alſo the good wil ol her 
Mother, \d that the march tha nix was ade vp , any martped chep | 
ſhoulde bee loꝛſooth, and chen ſhauld ſhe , her Fits | 42 | 
ther, ryvehoale to his Father in Chelhire, to haut ſufficient dome 
appo ted. | | | 

To bee b1eefe, wedded they were, andbedded they had beenthiee |! 
Q2 foure nights, and pet la all this fayze ſhem che Father was a lit 
izalous, dſinbak: him but durſt Jap nothing, Put at kalt, zctet t 
matria&e had beene paſt ouer ter of konte daes, it ch unten th. 
her Father and this Seruingmm wentabzoad, ond paſt <20gghD; 
Paules Churchyard amongſt che Statiꝛners, aP:entile amongk 
the reſt, that was a Cheſhireman, and knew this counter kayte Srr⸗ 
uing man and his brother, a3 being boꝛne in the ſame Pariſh wh 
bis Father dwelt, gallen to him, and ſaxde: Tat L. how doch pon 
Bꝛother P. how doth your Father, liues he il? The fellow aunſche⸗ 
red him all were wel, and loth his brothers wines father ot heare 
anp thing, made no tap but departed. | 

This acquaintancenamiag the fellaw by his name and aſking fo2 
his bzother,dzoue the honeſt Cittiʒ en into a greatyiaz?, anddoubted 
he, his wife & his daughter were made Conapes., Tlel, he ſmoothed 
all vp. as ifhe had heard nothing, and let it paſſe til he had ſent the man 
about neceſſary buſineſſe, and then lecretly returned againe vnto the 
Dtacioaers ſhop, and began to queſtion with the Boy, ikhe knew the 
Seruing man wel, that he cald to him ol late. J marry doe J ſir quoth 
he, Aknaw boch him and his bzother P. I tan tel yau they haue an ha- 
neſt pooze nian ta their father, and thaugh now in his olde age he bee 
ſcar ſe able ta to liue without the helge of the Parich. yet he is wel be⸗ 
loud ok all his neighboꝛs. Che man hearing this, althau gh it greeued 
him that he was thus coſloned by a pallyard, yet ſeeing no me ancs ta 
amend it, he thought to gird his fon plealantly, & ther toze bad diuers 
of his kriends and honeſt wealthy neighboꝛs to a Dupper: Mel, they 
being at the time appoyuted conte come, all welcome, who mult lit 

; be 
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{1}} abletoinduce a pong giele to folly cdpectally net they ſhavow they? 
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at the boozdes end but my yoongPailter, and he verp coply, badde 
them all welcome to his fathers bouſe , they all gaue him reuerent 
thankes,cſgemtag him to be a man of wozſhip and w37th,Afſoone as 
. . — ſerur d in, and che Gentle maus Sttuuig⸗ 
kood mannerlp wapting on his bꝛothers trench t. at laſt the good 
man ok the houſe (miling laid: Sonne . I pꝛay you let your man fit 
downe, and cate ſuch part with vs as God hath ſeit vs. Marty quothj 
— that wer t wel to make wy nun y companion, hcis wel 
ot bim pp wich bis tellowes,, 7Liby fi ayth be, b fayth 
. Mother, and bew hum ſitte dawne. Come cooſſen I. 
chhe. make not uraunge, Jam ſure pour bother P. wil giue you 
leaue, At this Paiſtcr P. bluſht, and aſke his Father iu lame what be 
me aut by choſe woꝛdes: and whether he thought bis man his bzother 
da n my faith doe I ſonne quo th he, and account ther no honeſt 
man that wl penx fhitte owne bzother and thy farder : Fu ow 
Thange leatnd pour pettegrer. Alas dgughtcr quoth he, pou are wel 
marrytv, fo} his Father lues of the almes of the Partſh,. and this 
poote Fellowe which he bath made his laue, is his clvefſt Bꝛother. 
At this his wife began to wetpe, all was dacht, and what the thought 
Gadknowes. Her mother crped out, but all was bootleſſe, Maiſter 
P,confcſt the trueth,ar:dbis bzother ſatedowne atſapper, and fo al 
fhat be had che weuch. IJ pzap you was not this a Conny-catcher 
BaifterR.G.* | N | 
But now to be alittle pleaſant with you, let me haue pour opinion 
what you deenie of thoſc Amaroſos hete in England, about Lon- 
don, that (becauſe cht old pzaverbe ſaith, change of paſture makes fac 
talꝑe s, vil haut in eucty (ſhire in England a ſundzy uke. as foꝛ an in- 
ftatice yonr tountryman R. B. are not thty right Conny · catchers? 
enter into the nature ot them, and let whether pour pen had been bee: 
ter imploped in dilcouering their vill inies, hã a ſimple legerdemain 
at cards. Fo ſuppoſe a man hath but one daughter, and hath no other 
do wie but her beautie ad honcſtte, what a ſpoilc is it fo hir to light 
in the hands of ſuch an adulterous and tuce ſtuous raſcal ? had not hir 
kather deene better to haue loſt foꝛty ſhillings at cardes, then to haue 
his daughter ſo connytatcht and ſpoy d fo2 euer after? Theſe pouths 
are pꝛoper fellows,neuer without good apparcl and ſtoꝛe of crowns, 
welhozft, and of ſo quaint & fine bchanisz, # ſo cloquent,that thep are 


vil 


parties names becauſe Jthiake che woman is pet aliue. 


(:7d. Ho this mud, wm we wil 5 Marian, retuſed many honeſt 
F 2 | any 
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villatay with the honeſt pꝛetente of marriage: fa they? cuſtome is 
this. Mhen they come into the Cittie 02 other place ot᷑ credit, o ſom- 
time in a country village, as the lo tune of they villanytrads them 
they make inquiry wh it good marriages are amade on the (undap. | 
make ſuruey what faire and beautiful mayds oz uin, es art in the; | 
rich: then as theit licentious luſt leaves them, whether che eye foz 

fauour,o2 the eare foz riches, ſo they ſet downe they? reft, e ſoiourne 
epther there 02 thereabouts, hauing money at wil, and their compa» 
nions to ſooch vp whatſoeuer damnably they (hal pzoceſt, courting | 
the maid oz wtdow with ſuch faire wozds, + lweet pzamiles, that hee 
is often ſo let on fire, that neither the repoztofothers, no the admo - 
nition of their trends, can dzaw them from the loue of the Poligamoi | 
02 bel-ſwaggers of the country. And when the wzetcheshane bp the 
ſpace of a moneth oz two ſatiſſied their luſt, they waxe weary, #either 
faine ſome great tournep fo2 a while co be abſent, # ſo ga e vilie ſome 
other of his wines,02 els it he meane to giue her the bagge;be ſellety 
whatſoeucr he can, and ſo leaues hir ſpoild bath ot hir wealth and ho 
neſtie. chen which there is nathmg moꝛe p2etious to an honeſt woman. 
And becauſe you ſhal ſee an inſtance, I wil tel vou a pleaſant tale per⸗ 
fozmd by our villaines in ¶Qiltſhire not long ſince, I wil conceale the 


A pleafaunt Taie ofa man that was marryed to ſixteene Wiues. 
and how courteou ly his laſt wife intreated him. 


1 N*Uil:ſhirethere dwelt a Farmir of indifferent wealth, that hay 
but onely one childe, and that was a daughter, a mapd of excellent 
beauty and good behauioꝛ, and ſo huneſt in hir conuer ſation, that the 
good repoꝛt ot hir vertues was wel ſpoken ol in all the cuntry, ſo that 
what foz hir good qualities, & ſufficiencoow2y that was lie to fal to | 
her, ſhe hd any luters, mens ſons of gosd welth and honeſt conuer⸗ 
lation But whether this mapd had no tninde to wed, 02 ſhe likte none | 
that made loue to her, 02 ſhc was atrayde to match in haſte leaſt hee 
might repent at leyſure, A know not: but ſhe refuſey all, -# kept her 
ſtil a virgin. But as we ſee oltrutimts, the coyt ſt maydes happen on 
the coldeſt mariages . playing like the beetle that makes ſcome al day 
ofthe daintieſt flowers, and at night takes vp his lodging in acow- | 
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and wealthy Farmars ſonnes, and at laſt lighted on a match, that foꝛ 
euer after mard her market: foz it fel out thus. One of theſe nocable 
roges by orcupation atayloz.and a fine wozkman, a repzobate given 
ouer to the ſpoyle afhoneſt maids, # to the deflowzing of virgins,bea- 
ring as he trauclievabzoad of this Marian, did meanc to haue a fing 
at her, and therefoze came into the towne where hit father dwelt and 
aſked wozke . A very honeſt man of that trade, ſec ing bim a paſſing 
p2oper man, and of a very good and honeſt corntenance,and not ſim- 
ply appar elled, ſayd he would make trial ot hun foz a garment oꝛ two, 
and ſocookehim ints ſetuice: aſſocne as hee ſaw hun ble bis needle, 
he wonder td not one ly at his wozkemanſhippe, but at the lwiſtnes of 
dis hand. At laft the fellow(whom we wil name Willian) deſired his 
Maiffcr that he might vſe his ſheeres but once foz che cutting out of 
a dublet, which his Maiſter graunted, and he vſed ſo exccllentiy wel, 
that althoaghbis Paiſter was counted the beſt taplo2 in TAiltſhice, 
vet he found him elt a botcher in reſpect ot his new intertained tour- 
neyman, ſo that rom that time fo mati he was made fozemay of the 
Mop, o ſo pleaſed the gentlemen of that ſhire, that who but William 
calkt on fo a gosd taplo} in that ſhire, Nel, as pong men and maydes 
meet on ſondapes T holpdaies,ſothis taplo2 was paſſing bꝛaue, # be- 
gan to frolike it amongſt the maydes, & to be very libcral,being ſul ol 
ſilucr ond gold, & fo2 his perſonage apzoperer man than any was in 
all the Pariſh, and made a far off a kind of laue to this Marian, who 
ſceing this William to be a very handſome man, began ſomewhat to 
affect him, ſo that in (02t time ſhe thought wel of his fauo2s, g there 
grew ſome loue betweenechem,infomuch that n came to hir fathcrs 
cares, who began to ſchoole his daughter foz ſuch fooliſh aflectiõto 
war ds one ſhe knew not what he was, noꝛ whither he would: but in 
vaine, Marian could not but thinke we lol hum, fo that her kather one 
dap (ent fo2 his Maiſter, and began to qui ion ot the diſpoſii ion of his 
- man. The Mater to ld the Farmar friendly that u at he was hee 
knew not, as be ing a inet re ſtrange t vnto him: but lo? bis woman 
chip, he was onc ol the moſt excellent be th fo2 neet le and ſhetres in 
Englanditoꝛ his bebauioꝛ ſince he tame into dis hauſe, be had bebauld 
himlelt very honeftlp and curtrouſlp : wel appareil d he was, and well 
monied, 8 might toꝛ his good gualit ies ſetme to be a good womans 
/ - fellow. Alchoughthis ſomewhat latiſfied the father, yet be was lgth a 
311% - rafloy hould cer awop his daughter, g chat ſhe ould be d2iuTto * 
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of a bare occupation, whereas ſhe might haue landed men to herhuſ- 
bandes, ſo that hee end her friendes called her allde, and perſwaved 
her from him, but ſhe flatly told them ſhe neuer loued any but him, and 
ſith it was her fi: it loue, ſhe would not now be turned from it,whatſo- 
cuer hap did afterward befaluntoher.Her father that loued her dear⸗ 
b, ſeciag no perſwaſions coulddzaw her from the taploz , lefther to 
ber dune libertie, and ſo ſhee and William agreed togither, that in 
(hozt time they were married, and had a goodpoztion,and ſet vp ſhop, | 
aud liued togither by the ſpace of a quartcr of a yeare very ozderly. 
At laſt latiſfted with the luſt or his new wife, de thought it good to vi- | 
lit ſome other ok his wines (fo2 at that inſtant hee had ſixteene altue) | 
and made a ſcuſe to his wife and bis wiucs father to go into Noꝛkſbire 
(which was his natiue country) and viſit his friends. and cr aue ſom- 
what ol his kather towards houſhold. Although his wike was loth to 
part from her ſweet W il. yet ſþe muſt be content, and ſo wel hoꝛſt and 
pꝛouided, away hee rydes fo2a moneth oz two, that was bis furtheſt i 
dap, and downe goes he into ſome other country to ſolace himſelfwith 
ſome other ofhis wines. Jn this meane while one of his wiues that 
he married in 02 about Tanton in Sommer ſet ſhire, had learnd ok his 
villany, and how many wines he had, and by long traueyle had got a 
note of their names and dwelling, and the hands and ſeales ofcuerie 
pat iſh where he was married, and now by koꝛtune ſhee heard that hee 
had married a wife in (Uilſhire, not farre from Palbozough: thither 
hics ſhee with warrants fromthe Biſhop and diuers Juſtices to ap- 
pꝛehend him, and comming to the Towne where he dwelt, vere ſub- 
tilly inquiredat her hoſt of his eſtate, who told her that he had married 
arich Farmers daughter, but now was gone downe to his kriendes 
in Pozkſhire, and would be at home againe within a weeke, fo hee 
had been eight weckes alreadie from home. The woman fnquired no 
further fo that time, but the next mozning went home to the Far- 
mers houſe, anddeſiredhim to ſende fo2 his daughter,fo2 ſhec would | 
ſpeake with her from her huſband : the man ſ raight did ſo, and ſhee | 
hearing ſhe ſhould haue newes from her William, came very haſtily, | 
Then the woman ſaid, ſhee was ſozy fazer in that their miſfo2tunes 
were alpke, in being married to luch arunnagate as this Taploz : toz 
(quoth (hee) it is not pet apeare and a halfe ſince hee was married to 
me in Somerſetlhire. As this went colde to the olde mans heart, ſo 
froke it deadly into the mind of r who deliring her to tell - 
fru 
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ttuth, ſhe out with her teſtimony, and ſhewed them how he had at that 
laſtant ſixteene wines aliue. When they read the certificate,and ſawe 
the handes and ſeales of every par ich, che old man fcla weeping : but 
ſuch was the griefe of Marian, that her ſozrow ftopt her teares, and 
pe ſat as a waman in a trance, til at laſt fetching a great ſigh, ſhe cal- 
led Od to witnes ſhe would be reuenged on him fo? al his wiues, and 
would make hima general example of al ſuch graceleſſe runnagates. 
So ſbe conceald the matter, and placed this her fellow in miſtoꝛ tune 
ina kinſwomans houſe of bers, ſo lecretly as might be. attending the 
tomming ot hircrecherous huſband, who returned within a fo2tnight, 
bauing in the ſpate hee was abſent viſited chꝛee 02 foure of his wiucs, 


and nom ment to make a ſhaꝛi cut ofthe matter, #ſel al that his new 


| 
N 


mite had, and to trauel into ſome other ſhire, łoꝛ het had heard how 
bis Somerſetſhire wife had made inquiry alter him in diuers places. 
Being come home he was wonderfully welcome to VI uian, who en» 
tertameꝛ him with ſuch curtefles as a kind wife could any waies af- 
« "4 foozdhim,only þ vie of her body ſhe denied, ſaying her natural dile ale 

was vpon her. Qel to be byiefe, a great ſupper was made, and al her 
i f:tends was bidden,# he euery way lo welcome as if it had bin the dap 
ol his bzival,yca al things was ſmoothed vp ſo cunningly,þ he luſpec⸗ 
ted nothing leſſe then ß reuenge int t ded agaiaſt him. Alloone as ſup- 
per was ended, e al had taken then leaue. our tapio? would to bed, and 
bis wite with her own hands helpt co vndzeſſe um very louingly, and 
being laid down ſhe kiſt him, e ſaid (he would go to hir fathers & come 
ga gain ſtraight, bidding him fal a ſleep the whtleſt : hee p was dzowſie 


wich trauel e dꝛinking at ſupper, had no need of great increaty, foz he 
38" Nraight fel into a ſound lumber, the whileſt e hap ſent foz his other 
Vwite, e ocher her neighboꝛs diſguiſed, x comming ſoftly into the par- 
bur where he lap. ſhe turnd vp his clothes at his feete, tyed his legs 
1+ faſttogither with a rope, then waking him. ſhe aſked him what reaſon 
behad to flecp ſo ſoundly. De new wakte out his ſleep began to ſtretch 
| | {| himſelfe, and gald his legs with the coꝛd, whereat he wondzing ſapd; 
' Hownow wife! whats that hurts my legs ? what are my feet bound 
togither: Marian looking on him with lookes ful ol death, made him 
this anſwer : J villaine, thy legs are bound, but hadſt thou thy tuſt de- 
ys 11; ſart,thpnecke had lon 3 ſince been ſtretcht at the gallowes, but befoze 
thou and I part. A wil make thee a iuſt ſpectacle vntothe wozld, foz 
i thp abhominavlecrechcry; and with that the clapt her hand taſt on the 
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haire of his head, and held him downco the pillow. William dziuen in⸗ 
to a wondzous amay at theſe wos. ſaid trembling; Sweere wife, | 
what ſenain alterarion is this what meane theſe words wife/Trap» Þ 
to (q. ſhet) Jam none o thy wike,neither is this thy wile e with that 
(he bzought ber koꝛth that he was maried in Somer ſetchtre, although © 
thou art maried te het as wel as to me and haſt like a villaine ſought 

the ſpotle of fifteene women beſive my ſelfe, g that thou ſhalt heare by 
iult certificat, with þ there was read the bedꝛol of his wines, where 
bee married them, and where they dwelt. At this hee lap mute as in a 
traunce,tonlp fo2 anſwer held vp his hands, and deſired them both to 
be merciful vnto him, fot be confeſt al was truth, that he had bin a hai⸗ 
nous oſfinder, aud deſcrued death. Tuſh ſaith Marian,buthow cant 
thou make any one of vs amends? Ita man kil the fath. t, he may ſa- 
tiſlie the blood in the ſonne: if a man ſteale, he map make reſtitution? I 
but he that robs a woman of her honeſty & virgtaitie, can neuer mak 
any ſatiſfaction : and therfoze foz al the reſt I wil be reuenged.Ulich I 
that his other wife and the women clapt hold on him, e held him fat, 
while Marian with a (harperaſo2 cut off his tones, and made hun | 
gelding. I thinke ſhee had litle reſpect where the ſigne was,02 obſer» 
ned licle art fa the ring, but off they went,# then ſhe caſt them in his 
face, ę ſaid, Nom luſtful whozemailter,go ꝶ dect iue other women as 
thou haſt done vs, if thou canſf, ſo they ſent in a ſurgion to himþ they 
had pꝛouided, away they went. The man lying in great paine of bo- | 
dy, e agony of mind, the lurgion looking to his wound, had much ado 
to ſtanch the blood, e alwaics he laught hartily when hee thought on | 
the reuenge , aud bad a bengeance on ſuch ſow-gelders as made ſuch | 
large flits ; but atlaſt he laid a blood-plaiſter to hun, & opt his blce- 
ding, and to be byiefe in time heald hun. hut with much paine. Aſſoone 
as he was whole,and might go abo ad without danger, be was com- 
mitted to the gaole, and after ſome other puniſhment, baniſhed out 
of Auſhire and Somer ſetſhire foz euer after. Thus was this luſtie | 
cocke of the game made a capon, and as I hcarv, had litle luſt to mar- 
rp any moze wines to his dying day. 

How like pou of this conny-catching M. R. G? But becauſe now 
we haue entredtalkeof Taplozs, let met haue about with them, fo2 
they bee mightie Conny-catchers i in ſundꝛy kindes. J pap pou what 
Poet bath ſo many fictions, what Patnter ſo many fancics,as a Taps 
I hath faions,to ſew the variecie of his arte changing cuery week 
: the 
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che hape ol his apparrel into nem forms, 02 els he is countev a meere 
botcher. The venetian and the gallogaſcaine is tale, and trunke floy 


» oucofvſe, the rounde hoſe bumbaſte>cloſe to the zeech, mdruft a- 


boue the necke with a curle , is naw common to euery cullion in the 
country, ę dublets be they neuer lo quaintly quilted, yet fozſooth the 
ſwaine at plough mutt haue his belly as ſive as the courtier , that hee 
map pille out at a button hole at the leaſt, And al theſe ſtrange deuiſes 
doth the Taplo} inuent to make pooze gentlemen conmies : fo2 if they 
were tyed to one faſhion,then ſtilmight they know how much veluec 
to ſend tothe Taploz, and then would his filching abate. Bat to pꝛe- 
uent them. ik he haue a french belly, he wil haue a Spaniſch ſkirt, and 
an Italian wing, ſeamed and quaxtered at the elbows, as it he were a 
ſouldado readye to put on an armour of pꝛoofe to fight in le- ende 
vnder the bloudy enfigne of the Duke of Shozviech. Thus wil the 
kantaſticke Tay lo make pooze gentlemen Conies, ⁊ euer aſke moꝛe 
veluet by a parde and a halfe then the doublet in conſtience requires, 
But herein lies the leaſt part of their cony-catching:fo2 thoſe graund 
Taylozs that haue al the right pꝛoperties of the myſter ie, which is to 


be knauiſh, theeuiſh, and pꝛoude, take this courſe with courtiers and 
tourtly gentlemen, they fiade outſide, inſide, lace, drawing out, and 
+ making, and then ſet downe their parcels in a bil, which they ſo ouer- 


pile, that ſome of them with very pꝛicking vp of dablecs, haite fleeft 
pong gentlemen ot whole Lozyſhips, # cal pou not this cony-catching 
M. R. G? To vſe the figure Pleonaſmos, Hiſce eculis, with thele ties 
Ihaue ſeene T ayloꝛs pꝛentiſes (el as much vales in a weeke in cloth 
of golde, veluet, ſatten, taft᷑ ita, and lace, as hath beene weoꝛth thirtie 

nges, and theſe cares hath heard them ſcozne when their vales 
came but cotcnſhillinges, and pet there were foure pꝛentiſes in the 
ſhop, Jfthe pꝛentiſes could lurch ſo mightily, then what did the mat- 
ſter : But you muff inagize this was a wanans taylo2,chat could in 
a gomne put ſeucnteene yards of ell bzoad taffata,vleſt be the French 
fleeues c bꝛeech verdingales,that grants them liberty to connycatch 
ſo mightily. But this I talke of our London and courtly Taylozs: 
but euen the pooze pꝛicklouſe the countey tayloꝛ, that hath ſcarſe any 
moꝛe wealth then his thimble, his needle, his preſſing vꝛon, and his 
ſheers, wil fultch as wel as the pꝛoudeſt of that trade in England, they 
wl to ſnip and ſnap, that al the teuer ſion goes into hel. Now ſir, this 
helis a place that the taſlozs haue vnder their ſhopbooꝛd, wher 7 
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ſtolne 1eds is thzult , and I p2ay you cal you not this pilling # pol- 
ling, and flat Connp-catching Pailler R. G? But becauſe you may 
ſee whether Jlpeake truth oꝛ no, Ile tel you a merry ieſt ofa Taploz 
in Yozke not farre from Peter gate, done about fourteene peare ag I 
and thus it kel out. L 


\ 
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A pleaſant Taleofa Taylor, how he conny-catcht a Gen- 
tlewoman, and was made himfſclfe a Gonny at- 
terwardes by his man, 


1 N Yozkeſhire there dwelt a womans Tayloꝝ famous fo; his Art, 
but noted fo his filching, which although hee was light fingerd,yet 
fo2 the excellencyofhis wozkmanſbip, hee was much ſought too, and 
kept moze Journpmen , then any fue in that citie did: and albeit hee 
would haue his ſhare of veluet, ſatten, oꝛ cloth ot golde, yet they muſt 
find no fault with him, lcaſt he half ſpopld their gar ment in p making. 
Beſides, he was paſſing p2oud, and had as haughtie a looke, as if his 
father had with che diuel lookte ouet Lyncolne: his ozdinary dublets 
were Taffaca cut inthe ſommer vpon a wꝛought ſhirt, and his cloak 
faced with veluet, his ſtockinges of che pureſt granado luke, wich « i 
French painde hoaſe of the richeſt biliment lace, a beauer hatte turft | 
with veluet, ſo quamtip as if he had been ſome E pagnolo trickt vp ta 
Coe court ſome quaint curteſine, inſomuch that a plane ſeruingman i 
once meeting him in this attire,gomg though Wlamgat to take air | 
ia the fied, thought him at the leaſt ſome Eſqui-c, and of with his Hat | 
and gaue his woꝛchip the time of the day, this clawed this Glorioſo / 
by the elbow, ſo that if a Tauerne had been by,apottle of wine ſhould | 
haue been the lead reward fo2 a largeſſe co the ſimple ſeruing man: 
but this howicalhuffe ſnuffe, not content to paſſe away with one woꝛ · 
(hip, began to hold the lellow in pꝛate, and to queſtion whoſe man hee 
was. The t low cur teouſly making a low cringe ſaide, may it pleaſe 
your wooꝛchip, Iſerue ſuch a Gentleman dwelling in ſuch a place, as W 
thus he anſwered him. he ſpied in the gentlemans boſome a ncedle ann 
a theed, whereupon the felow ſimply ſayd to him, ſie your woozſhips 
man in looking this mozning to your doublet, hath left a needle anda I 
theede on pour woꝛ ſhips bꝛeſt, pou had beſt take it off, leaſt ſome 
thinke your wozthip to bee a Taplour , The Taylour not thinkyng 
the felow hav ſpoken imply, but war him, made this reply: — 
6 op 
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” Cſawcyknaue voeft chou mecke mer 2 what if J beca taplonr , whats 
that tothee, wert not fo? ſhame J would lende thee a boxe on the care 
oʒ two, che felow being plaine, butpecuiſh and an olde kn2ue, gathe- 
ring by his owne woꝛds that he was a taplour ſayd, ſpe ſo God helpe 
me I mocke pou not, but are you a taylour , I marry em I quoth he, 
why then ſayes the ſeruyng man, all mp cappes,knees, end wozſhips, 
A did to thy apparrel, and thercfoze maiſter thanke mee, oz it twas 
agaynſt my wil, but now J knowe thee fare wel good honeſt pꝛicke- 
louce, and looke not behynde you, fo2 it ycu doo, ile lwindge you in 
my ſcabberd of mp ſwoꝛd til J can ſland ouer tbee, away went Mon- 


ſier Magnifico frowning, and the ſtruyng man went into the Citie 


laughing, but all this is but to deſcribe the nature ofthe man, now to 
the lecretes of his Art, all the Gentlewomen of che Countrep crpde 
out vpou him, yet could they not part from him, becauſe he ſo quaint- 
p fittedthcir humozs , atlaſt it ſo fel out, that a Gentlewoman noc 

- Farrefrom Feroy Brigges, had a taffata gowne to make , and hee 
would haut no leſſe at thoſe dayes then eleuen cls ofelbzoad taffata, 
ſo ſhee bought ſo much and readie to lend it, ſhee ſayd to her huſband 
in hearing of al her ſeruingmen, what a ſpight is this, ſeeing that J 
muſt ſend almayes to ponder knaue taploz two patds moze then is ne- 
-. cefſarp, but hom can we amend vs, all the teſt are but botchers in re- 
ſpett ot him, and yet nothing gritues mee but we can neuer take him 


wich it, Eyet I and mine haue flood by while hee bath tut my gowne 
out, apleaſant fellowe that was new come to ſerue her huſband, one 


| it tice fozeparts to the gown, and four ſide pieces, that Coogan 


that was his Clarke and a pꝛety ſcholer, anſwered good mifiris giut 
me leaue to carry your taffata and ſee it cut out, and it I ſpynot out 
bis knaucrp laugh at me when I come home, marry JApzithy do q. bis 
MW. and miltris,but whatſoeuer thou ſec ſi ſay nothing le aſt he be angry 
and ſpolie my gown, let me alone miſtris q.he,and ſo am ay he goes to 
Noꝛk, & coming to this taylo found him in his ſhop, # dehuered him 
F: thecaffata with this me ſſage, that his miſtris had charged him to ſee it 
tiut out, not þ Ge ſuſpected him, but þels he wold let it ly lõg by him 
end take other woꝛke in hand, p taylo2 ſcoznfully ſayd he ſhould, # aſ- 
ke d him il he had any ſpectacles about him, no g. the felowmy ſight is 
poone inougb I need no glaſſes, if pou do put them qusth he, and ſee 
A pou can ſee me Neale a yard of taffata out of your miltteſſe gowne, 
and fo taking his ſheeres in hand, he cut it out ſo nimbly that het cut 


CL, 
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che fellow geſt he had Colne two cls & a hall, but ſay nothing he dif, 
Aſſaone as he had done, there came in moze gentlemens men with 
woꝛke, that the taploz was very buſie & regarded not, the ſetumgm ã 
who ſceing the taplozs cloke lying lole, likted it away & cat ied it home 
with bim ta his miſtr is houſe, where he diſcourſt to his maiſter & his 
miſtris what he had ſcen, & how he had ſtole the tatlozs cloake, not to 
that intent to filtch,but to try an experiment vpon him, fozmaiſter q. 
he, when he bugs home mp miltris gown, he wil complain ol þ loſle 
at his cloake, & then ſce, doe you but tel him that I am experienced in 
Pagike,# can caſt a figure, and wil tel him where his cloke is with- 
out faile, ſap but this ſir, and let me alone: they al agreed, g teſolued 
to try the wit of their pong man. Butleauing him, againe to our tay- 
{oz : who when he had diſpatcht his cuſtomers, was readp to walke 
with one of them to the tauern, e then milt his cloke, ſcarcht al about, 
but find it he couldnot,neither knew he wh d to ſuſpect: ſo with much 
grie fe he paſt it ouer, & when he had ended the gentlewomans gown 
(becauſe ſhe was a good cuſtomer of his) he himſelf cooke his nag e 
rid home withal : welcome he was to the gentie woman and hir hul- 
band, and the gown was paſſing fit, ſo that it could not be amended, 
inſomuch that the gentle woman p2aild it, and highly thankt him. Oh 
miſtr is (quoth he) though it is a good gown to pou, tis an infoꝛtunate 
gowne to me, foz that day pour man bzought the taffata,J had a cloke 
ftoln that ſtood me but one foztnight befoze in foure pound, and ncuer 
ſince could I beare any woꝛd of it, Truly ſaidthe Gentleman, I am 
paſſing ſozry fo2 pour loſſe, but that ſame man that was at pour houle 
is paſſing ſkilful in Negromancy,andif any man in England can tel 
you where pour cloke is. my man can:warry q. he, and I wil gine him 
a bzace of angels foz his labour : ſo the fellow was cald and talkt with 
all. and at his miſtris requeſt was content to do it, but he would haue 
bis twenty ſhillings in hand, and pꝛomiſed ik he told him not where it 
was, who had it, and cauſed it to be deliuered to him again, fo2 his two 
angels he would giue him ten pounds: vpon this the taploz willingly 
gaue him the money, and vp went he into a clo ſet like a learned clark, 
and there was thzec 02 foure houres laughing at the taploꝛ, be think- 
ing he had bin al this while at Caurake. At laſt downe comes the fel- 
low with a figure vzawn in a paper in his hand, & ſmiling cald foz a 
bible,and told the taploz he would tel him who bad his cloke, where it 
mas, i helpe him to it agame, ſo that he _ be ſ02zne on a bible to 
2 au- 


he defence of 


granted and ſwoze on a bible, then hee tõ mander al ſhoutd go out but 


i dis maiſter. his miftres,the tayloz and himſelf. Then he began thus: 
wel, vou haut taken your oth on the holy bible. tel me g. he, did you not 


tut tier fozeparts fo2 my miſtris gowne*Ac this the tayloz bluſht, 
began ts be in a chafe,and would haue flung out d the dooze, but the 
ſeruingman laid nay neuer art man, fo2 betoze thou goeſt out of this 
parlour,ifthou denief it, A wil bzing the taffata thou ſloleſt into this 
place, mapt in thine own cloake : & therkoze anſwere directly to my 
queſtion, leaf to your diſcredit I ſhew pou the trick ofa ſcholler : the 


- | captozhalfeafrain, ſaid be vid ſoindeed:andq be. dw pou not cut tourt 
de peeces woher you haue cut butewo*yes al is true q. the taploz, why 


then as true it is, that to deteiue the dete tuer is no deceit: fo2 as truly 
as pou ſtole my miſtris t atfata, ſo truly did I ſteale pour cloake, and 
here it is. At this the tayloꝛ was amazed, the gentleman and his wife 

hartily, x ſo al was turned to a merryment, the taploz had his 


again, che gentle woman hir taffata,and the twen- 
ta hillings, was not this pꝛety and witty Conny-catching P. R. G. 
* ThushaueYptoned toyour maſhips,how there ul trade. 


occupation,no2 miſtery, but lives by Conny catching, and that our 
thift at car ds compared ts the relt,is the ſimpleſt of al, ; pet fozſooth, 
pou could beſtow the paines ts wzite two whole Pamphlets agatuſt 
vs pobxe conyeatchers: think o R. G it ſhalnot be put vp except pou 
graunt vs our requeſt , It is infozmed vs that you are in hand with a 


doobe named The repentance ofa Conny- catc her, with a diſcone- 


ry of ſecret villainies, wherem pou meane to diſcourſe at lul the na⸗ 
ture ol che ſtripping Law, which is the abuſe offerey by the Keepers 
of Neweate to poozepriſoners,and{ome that belong ts the Marſhal- 
ſea, Mpou doe ſo, ye (hal do not onely a chaxitable, but a meritozious 
deed : fo: theoccaſion ofmoſt miſchiefe, of greateſ nipping and foy- 


ting, and of al vilanies, comes though the exrozting bzibery of ſome 


cooflening and counter faite keepers and companions, that carry vn- 
lawful warrants about themto take vp men. Uil pour wozſhip ther 
foze ſtand toyour woꝛde, and ſet out the viſcoucry of that. al wee of 
Whittington Colledge wil teſt your beadmen. Otherwile looke 
that I #il haue the crue of Cony · catchers ſpeare themſelues pour 
pꝛoteſſed enemies fo2 euer. Fate wel. 5 | 
Cuthbert Conny - catcher. 


FINIS. 


